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We have given up this sheet almost exclusively 
to the publication and record of interesting papers 
—the president’s message, and the speeches or 
messages of the governors of Vermoht, New-York; 
Arkansas, &c. all which are interesting. 

In our account of the proceedings of congress, it 
will be seen that an unprecedented contest took 
place for a speaker of the house of representatives, 
vice Mr. Clay. The principal candidates offered 
were Messrs. Taylor, of N. Y. Sergeant, of Penn: 
Smith, of Md. and Lowndes, of 8. C.; but the real 
difference of opinion was as to the election of Mr. 
Taylor or Mr. Lowndes. The former was elected 
onthe third day of the session, on the twenty-se- 
cond ballot, by.a majority of two votes —148 mem- 
bers being present, 75 votes were required to make 
achoice. On this occasion the votes were, for Mr. 
Taylor, 76; Mr. Lowndes, 44; Mr. Smith, 27; scat- 
tering, 1. 

Judging from what has been stated, the election 
of aspeaker gave rise to much warmth of feeling— 
which, now that a choice has been made, we trust, 
will be forgotten. Many things have, unfortunately, 
conspired, within the last year or two, to pfovoke 
sectional impulses, as supposed to be founded on 
sectional interests: but the enlightened statesman 
well knows that there is rea//y a very small diversity 
of interest as to parts of tiie republic, and the ho- 
nest patriot will deprecate a too severe adherence 
even to it, whenever it is urged. The congress 
is not assembled to legislate for a part} but to pass 
laws for the benefit of the whole+-and they are un- 
wise and unfitted for membership who would con- 
fine their legislation to the particular district or 
county from wheiice they are sent. But some such 
members there ate—and their illiberal notions on 
one side, produce a corresponding obstinacy on the 
other, and things proceed from less to more, until 
party may decide what reason forbids to be done. 
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Legislature of Vermont. 


The legislature of Vermont met at Montpelier, on 
the 12th inst. and on the following day were ad- 
dressed by the governor, as follows: 

Gentlemen of the council, and 

Gentlemen of the house of the representatives: 
_ Having been called to that office, the duties of 
which L have now, in the presence of the general 
assembly, sworn faithfully to perform, in conformity 
toancient usage, and the requirements of the con- 
stitution, as the organ of the supreme executive 
power, and to prevent unnecessary delay in the bu- 
siness of legislation, I have taken this early oppor. 
tunity of inviting your attention to some of those 

subjects, the investigation of which is deemed im- 

Pid. and to present for your consideration, such 
“as thereon, as has been suggested to my mind. 

vrenenanied services of those practical, able, and 

cedalt € politicians and statesmen, who have pre- 
of the me in the office of chief executive magistrate 
hithert, a and upon whom a similar duty has 
tation - or many years devolved, forbid the expec- 
shall be Proposing any measure of moment, which 

© omastat Ww, and useful. My highest ambition will 

. Stratified in being’ convinced that the public in- 


a Scenic 
edin me; and be assured, its advancement demands, 
and shall receive, the unremitted exertions of all 
my faculties. 


The frequent alteration of public statutes is just- 
ly consid’ red an evil, seldom counterbalanced by 
the benefits resulting therefrom. The best evi- 
dence the representatives of the people ean give 
of their faithfulness and intelligence, is a reluc- 
tant and careful approach at innovation, In the 
practical use of this doctrine; and to resist a false 
application of the principle, great watchfulness is 
tiecessary. 

That our laws are susceptible ef improvement, 
ig not to be questioned; and that the influence of 
such as have an interest dpposed to that of the 
community, should be exerted, in preventing salu- 
tary amendments to the laws, is as natural; as that 
it should be exercised in procuring the passage of 
such as are unjust. 


To provide for the impartial, speedy, and cortect 
acministration of justice, ought to be amongst the 
first objects of a legislature; for in vain do the peo- 
ple submit to the imposition of taxes, raised to de. 
fray the expensé of a’ government, formed for the 
pfotection of their rights; and in vairi do the re. 
presentatives of the freemen enact laws against 
vice, immorality, and injustice, if adequate means 
are not provided for carrying them into effect. 
Many complaints have been made of thé delay 
and expense incidetit to prosecutions fot redress in 
our courts of justice; and a determination has been 
repeatedly manift sted by the legislature, to sup- 
press every attempt made for increasing costs, by 
passing useful laws to that end. Yet it 13 believed 
the principal evil has not, until the last session, 
been, iii any measure, removed; and it stil)temains 
worthy of serious enquiry, whether a further re- 
thedy may not be applied. It is difficult to discover 
what possible advantage can result from enabling 
suitors to claim, as matter of right, on the trial ef 
a question of fact, more thah ore verdict of a jury. 
There can be no presumption that a second panel 
will be more capable, or more disposed to impar. 
tiality. The privilege of new trial secures against 
accident, surprise, and injustice. ‘lhe extravagant 
expense, and great delay occasioned, under the 
f8rmer system, in which a patty was required to 
obtain in his favor two verdicts in three, before his 
tight was established, has been checked; and it no 
longer remains an object to succeed in the first 
trial; consequently; tke delay and the expense in- 
curred, in reqtiring a party tocdmmence and pur- 
sue to judgment his suit in a court where the judg- 
ment confers no benefit, appears useless, 
The framers of the constitution contemplated . 
the erection of a court of chaneery distinct; and 
there are many who consider it the duty of the 
legislature to exercise the power conterred. Yet 
the necessity and expediency of the measure is 
questionable. That some further provision ought 
to be made is apparent. The inconvenience ex- 
perienced under the existing law, atises from the 
want of authority in the judges of the supretie 
court, to perform aky duty as chancellors, except- 
ing at the regular sessions, and the many interme- 





“rest has not suffered by reas 
t on of the trust reyi0p-| 
Vou, XIX ~—~+12, ' 2 
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diate steps, requisite to be taken, in a suit in cham 
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cery, necessarily protracts the final hearing and | the committee on this subject, which was adopted 
by the house, and at the close of the last session djs. 


decree to. a period unwarrantable. 


ee 
See 


When it is understood that the amount actually} missed, it is presumed, furnishes no evidence ofthe 
expended frum time to time, in the prosecution of! opinion of that respectable body. Indeed could } 
suits in the courts of justice, far exceed all that, entertain a doubt as to the feelings of the people of 
is required to sustain every department of the go-) Vermont, I should not have troubled you with com. 
vernment; and whenitis recollected that the bill of municating my own. 


rights declares that “every person ougiit to obtain 


Whether at this period, it is advisable for the le. 


right aud justice freely, and without being obliged! gislature to adopt any measure onthe subject, con. 
to purchase it; completely, and without any denial; | sidering the question at rest; or in view of its be. 
properly, and without delay,” the subject cannot] ing again agitated, on the constitution’s being sub. 
fail to excite a deep interest; and any degree of| mitted, for the sanction of congress; or in view of 
solicitude may be manifested without repreach.| any feature of that constitution, which may be op- 
The judiciary is that on which the character of the; posed to those equal rights, and privileges, pro. 
state vitally depends, and the degree of confidence | fessed to be guaranteed, by the republican princi. 


reposed in a government is measured by the rank 
it sustains. 

The subject of taxation is one to which the at- 
tention of the legislature has been frequently di- 
rected, and although it is generally believed, that 
the intention to equalize the burden, by the act of 
the last session, it is not effected; yet, with a little 
amendment, there can be no doubt, the system will 
have been greatly improved. A standard, by which 
the relative value of improved lands in the state 
imy be ascertained, and the particular state of im- 
provement which shall render it subject to assess- 
ment, seems to be indispensable. 

The settlement of the estates of deceased per- 
sons, has become a matter of serious concern, inas- 
much as the title to the greatest portion of real 
estate in the state, is bottomed on proceedings in 
our courts of probate; and the rights of widows 


. 


tion to the laws regulating the settlement of tes- 
tate and intestate estates, that they may be render- 
ed as perfect as possible, isdesirable. Much diffi- 


stance that the whole system of our law on this 
subject, is, and ought to be, essentially different 
from the laws. of that government whence we de- 
rive the common law. Our judges of probate ought 
to be men of ability aud integrity; and no incon- 
siderable evil arises from a frequent change of offi- 
cers in that department. 
It may, perhaps, be an useful enquiry, whether 
the general encouragement that has been given to 
‘the pursuing and returning of offenders, who have 
fied from justice to distant parts of the United 
‘States, and who frequently are transient persons, 
and violators of the laws of other governments as 
well as our own, is consistent with sound policy. 
And whether it would not be advisable, that a law 
should be passed, hereafter requiring the sanction 
of some of the officers of the government, without 
which the state will not defray the expense. 
The relation in which this state stands to the ge- 
neral government; its welfare being identified with 
that of the United States, all the important mea- 
sures adopted by congress, become highly interest- 
ing tous. Justice to ourselves dictates, and a long 
course of practice sanctions, the propriety of the 
legislature’s expressing the sentiments they en- 
tertain on subjects which essentially concera the 
nation; and more especially, of instructing their 
senators, and advising their representatives in con- 
ess, as the course they ought to pursue. 
The act of the last session of congress, authoris- 
ing the inhabitants of a portion of the territory of 
the United States, to form a state government, 
without a provision in its constitution, restricting 
the power of enslaving a part of the human family, 
has caused general surprise through the state, and 


duty to elect a senator, to represent this st 
the congress of the United States. 


the seat of government, and sustain that rank 
councils of the nation, which is desirable, a 


ought to be sought to fill the office. Itis a 
be recollected, that the trust is not only of 


not be bartered for private gain. 


a restless, disappointed, envious spirit, whicl 
in secret, and attacks unawares. 


special message. 


ing, who holds the destinies of nations in his 
and diregts their course, who searches all 


crease. 
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Legislature of New-York. 
GOVERNOR’S- MESSAGE. 

Gentlemen of the senate and of the assembly: 

On the ‘recurrence of an election of pr 





excited feelings of sincere regret. The report of 


ples of the government, is submitted to the wisdom 
and discretion of the general assembly. 
The period has arrived, in which it becomes our 


ate in 


That we may 
possess that influence and weight of character, at 


in the 
nd te 


which we are entitled, the first talents and ability 


Iso te 
great 


moment, but of long duration; the character there- 
fore to be selected, ought to be such as, by a long 
course of tried patriotism, and inflexible integrity, 
a pledge is furnished, that the public interest will 
Electors of pre- 
sident and vice president are also to be appointed, 
In the election of officers to fill the several de- 
partments of the state’ gevernment, we ought not 
only to be guarded against the influence of the as 
piring unwarrantable ambition which openly a 
sails, but also of that which may be generated, by 


lurks 


There will probably be received from my prede- 
cessor in office, communications from the general 
and state governments, of a nature which ought to 
be submitted to the general assembly, which, to 
gether with such other matters, as shall be my duty 
to lay before vou, will be made the subject of # 


‘The hitherto enviable prosperity that has pervs“ 
ed this state, the wisdom and prudence with which 
its councils have been distinguishingly marked, the 
urbanity and sobriety which characterize the grett 
body of its citizens, has rendered us a truly resp 
table and happy people; and may we not confiden': 
ly hope, ‘that, by duly regarding the example of otf 
venerable and worthy ancestors, and humbly and 
religiously reposing our trust in that Supreme Be. 


hands 
hearts, 


and without whose agency the most minute a 
not performed, we may not only hold fast the th 
now enjoyed, but rise in prosperity as our years! 


RICHARD SKINNE®. 


esident 


and vice president of the United States, the a 
meeting of the legislature is transferred fro” | 
usual period to this time, in consequence 
choice of electors by that body; and notwit 
ing an adjourned session has been conside wet 
pedient, aiter the transaction of extraordinary 
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ness, yet it has been usual for the executive to 
make his communication at the first meeting --and 
as this measure is recommended by iis sulutary 
tengency, and will enable the legislature in its re- 
cess to bestow deliberate atientiou on the subjects 
recommended to their cousideration, and to consult 
the sense, and understand the views of their con- 
stituents, f shall not hesitate to comply with the 
customary rule on this occasion. 

In adverting to the object of this anticipated 
meeting, it will readily occur to you, how much 
better calculated it would be to promote economy, 
and to preserve the purity of republican govern- 
ment, and how much more consonant with the re- 
presentative principle, if the choice of eleciors 
were brought nearer home to the people, Indeed, 
it must be considered a striking imperfection in the 
national constitution, that no uniform rule has been 
prescribed on this subject. In some states, electors 
are chosen by the people by districts in others, by 
a general ticket; and ma few, by the legislature: 
the last mode is certainly the most objectionable. 
A body not numerous, and selected for several 
months previous to the period of action, is exposed 


to the operations of intrigue, and is not so sufe a 


depository of this great trust, as the community at 


large. In some cases a minority of the people may 


choose a majority of the legislature, The election 
of that body, in time of public tranquility, may be 
made without much reference to this object, and 
there is such a considerable imtervening time be- 
fore the choice of electors, that a full and fair ex- 
pression of the public sentiment may not take 
piace, or may be defeated. ‘The people are cer- 
tainly less liable to improper infiuence than any 
ether body of men, and in their purity, discern- 
ment, and public spirit, we must rely tor the sta- 
bility and permanence of our reputjican ijstitu- 
tions. | 

When I had the honor of occupying a seat in the 
legislature, I was so forcibly impressed with consi- 
derations of this nature, that I esteemed it my duty 
to introduce an amendment to the constitution, 
predicated on district elections by the people. This 
principle was sanctioned at that time, and since by 
the legislature; but it has never been engrafied into 


_ the constitution. As it may be supposed that those 


states where district elections are established, will 
not be in a situation to express an undivided opi- 
nion, and will, therefore, be placed in a worse posi- 
tion than those where a general choice prevails, I 
would suggest the expediency of providing in fu- 
ture for a choice by the people, of electors by a 
general ticket, until an uniform rule by districts is 


constitutionally established. This wiil place the4 


choice of the principal magistrate of the nation 
where it ought to be: more completely within the 
control of the sovereign authority. And as there 
are now two intervening bodies, between the peo. 
ple of this state, and the election of president and 


vice president, I see no reason why the principle of 
exclusion should be applied almost entirely to them. 


rene ED 
establishments, and by the eultivation of that econo. 
my which is most congenial with the simplicity of 
republican government, and which is required by 
the great pressure on the pation; keeping, howe- 
ver, always steadily in view the public defence, aac 
the general safety. In order to resuscitate the pres- 
perity of the community, it is also neeessary to 
cherish the interesis of productive industry, and 
to promote the internal improvement of the coun- 
try. . 

itis to be regretted that the collision which took 
place at the last session of congress, relative to the 
prohibition of slavery in new states, shold have 
been attended with so mucha irritation, and that it 
should be censidered as an attack on the local au- 
thorities, and an attempt to violate the rights of 
property. In states where slavery has been estab- 
lished by law, it is not in the power of the national 
government to interfere; and all regulations on this 
subject must proceed from the local governments; 
but in the admission of new states into the union, 
it is the duty of congress to protect the great obli- 
gations of morality, to enforce the principles of the 
American revolution, and to Gonsu!lt the paramount 
and permanent interests of the empire. 

Asa member of the American confederacy, it is 
not only our duty, but our interest, to sustain the 
respectability, and to promote the authority of the 
national government, by a patriotic and enlighten» 
ed exercise of our suffrages, and by contributing 
all our energies to establish a wise and public ad- 
ministration. DButin attending to measures so im- 
portant, we ought not to overlook the duties which 
we owe to ourselves, Our governinent is complex 
in its organization, and itis essentially necessary to 
preserve the state governments in their purity and 
energy. A free government could never exist in 
acountry so extensive asthe United States, without 
a judicious combinatian of the federal and repre- 
sentative principles. The apprehensions which 
some of our wisest statesmen entertained at the for- 
mation of the constitution, that the state govern- 
ments would constantly encroach on the powers of 
the national government, appear not to have been 
realized. The practical tendency has been in the 
opposite direction. The power of the general ad- 
ministration bas increased with the extension of its 
patronage. And if the officers under its appoint- 
ment shall see fit, as an organized and disciplined 
corps, to interfere ip the state elections, I trust that 
there will be found a becoming disposition in the 
people to resist these alarming attempts upon the 
purity and independence of their local govern- 
ments: for whenever the pillars which support the 
edifice of the general government are undermined 
and prostrated, the whole fabric of national free- 
dom and prosperity will be crushed in ruin. I have 
considered it my solemn duty to protest against 
these tuwarrantable intrusions of extraneous influ- 
ence, and I hope that the national legislature will 
not be regardless of its duty on this octasien. 

if the ingenuity of man had been exercised to 





In the course of your proceedings you will also| organize the appointing power in such a way as to 


be called upon to elect a senator of the United 
States. The position of our national concerns will 
undoubtedly demand the utmost circumspection, as 
well on this subject, as on the more immediate ob- 
ject of your meeting. In order to meet the defi- 
Ciencies of the national revenue, great retrench- 
ments must be made in our expenditures, and wise 
Plans of finance must be adopted. Our resources 
may be cherished, and the evils of heavy taxation 
or increasing debt, may be averted by the abolition 


produce continued intrigue and commotion in the 
state, none could‘have been devised with more 





** useless offices, by the diminution of expensive 


effect than the present arrangement. We have 
seen its pernicious influence in the constant com. 
motions which agitate us; and we can never expect 
that the community will be tranguil, or that the 
state will maintain its due weight in the confe- 
deracy, until a radical remedy is applied. Under 
this impression, I have heretofore proposed the 
calling of a convention. The constitution contains 
no provision for its amcndment. In 1801, the legs- 
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lature submitted two specific points to a conven- | tion of the globe, we will, perhaps, be compelled ty 
tion of delegates chosen by the people, which met | assume a defensive attitude against the aggressions 
and agreed to certain amendments. Attempts have | on the rights of neutrality, which may finally plunge 
been made at various times to follow up this pre-| usinto hostilities. Now that we are free from great 
cedent, which have been unsuccessful, not only on| national calamities, and the prices of money, of 
account of a collision of opinion about the general | labor, and of commodities, are uncommonly low, 
hcy of the measure, but also respecting the ob-| we ought to avail ourselves of the favorable oppor. 
jectsto be proposed to the convention. These dif: | tunity. The public sentiment is now nanited in fy: 
ficulties may be probably surmounted, either by | vor of the measure, and the progress of time May 
submitting the subject of amendments generally to| create opposition from chimerical apprehensions, 
a convention, and thereby avoiding controversy | from seifish views, from jaring interests, and from 
about the purposes for which it is called, or by local competions. | The increased accommodation 
submitting the.question to the people in the first} and easy communication will immediately create q 
instanee, to determine whether one ought to be| vast inland trade; and if we only suppose that one 
convened: and in either case, to provide for the | hundred thousand tons are annually transported on 
ratification by the people in their primary assem- | the western canal, the revenue, at the rate of five 
blies, of the proceedings of the convention. This| dollars a ton for the whole distance, will defray all 
double check will be admirably calculated to carry | the expenses of repairs and superintendaice, and 
into effect the sovereign authority of the people: | extinguish, in a short time, the whole debt. 4 
to guard against dangerous interpolations in our|step of so decided and energetic a character will 
fundamental clrarter: to checka spirit of pernicious | also encourage the patriotic state of Ohio to pursua 
innovation, and empirical prescription, and to allay | its noble attempt to unite the waters of lake Erie 
the apprehensions of some of our best and wisest} andthe Ohioriver. And surely there can be no 
fellow citizens, who, already satisfied with the sig-| hesitation in devoting the resources of the state, 
nal prosperity and high destinies of the state, are| to the speedy and effectual accomplishment of a 
unwilling, for the sake of some improvements, to | measure which, in the language of the act of 1817, 
encounter the risk of changing materially the fea- | “will promote agriculture, manufactures and com. 
tures of a constitution, which, in its general con- | merce; mitigate the calamities of war, enhance the 
formation, is.admirably calculated to promote the | blessings of peace, consolidate the union, advance 
happiness, to elevate the prosperity, and to protect} the prosperity, and elevate the character of the 
the freedom of the community. United States,” 

It affords me the highest satisfactionto renew my| ‘The final and complete establishment of an able 
congratulations on the successful progress of our and-respectable board to superintend the general 
internal improvements. Upwards of fitty-onre miles) interests of agriculture, is an event of the highest 

- of the canal between the Gennessee river and Mon-j importance; and the exhibitions which have taken 
tezuma, including fifteen locks, are under contract, | place in different counties, under the auspices of 
and the whole distance of sixty miles and a quar-| the local societies, evince increasing improvement 
ter, with two additional locks, can be easily com- | inthe quality and quantity of the fruits of the earth. 

- pleted by the first day of September next. The} Notwithstanding the present indifferent market 
contracts made during the last session, were on| for the products of husbandry, yet it is pleasing te 
better terms for the state than those on the middle | perceive the general and rising estimation in which 
section; and during the present year, they are from | this pursuit is held, the zeal with which it is culf- 
thirty to forty per cent. lower, including the mason} vated, and the prosperity which it has attained. 
work Thirty miles of the section east from Utica,|In the course of time the natural correspondence 
ure also under contract, including twelve locks, and | between the wages of labor, the price of com- 
will be completed the next session. modities, and the value of money, will be restored. 

In the progress of these operations, rocks have | And asthe evils now felt, arise from arrangements 
been excavated at the Little Falls in seventy or} heretofore made on the existence of high prices, 
eighty days, which it was originally supposed /|a:l prospective operations will be accommodated 
would have taken two years. The improvements] to the reduced state of the market, and the coun- 
in the Hudson river, and by canals, to the distance | try will emerge slowly from the evils with which tt 
of twenty-eight miles south from Fort Edward, | is now environed. 
will be effected the next season; and it is hoped Agriculture must look for its principal and solid 
that the remaining ten miles to Waterford, which | encouragement to the home market, and this will 
will finish the whole operation of the inland navi- | be improved by the general augmentation of ot? 
gation of the north, can also be accomplished with- | population, and especially by the increase of that 
in that period. There will then remain about one | portion of it which is not engaged in the cultiva- 
hundred miles on the western, and about sixty-|tion of the earth. The manufacturing interest, and 
eight on the eastern section, in order to realize our | that numerous class of the community which will 
whole system of internal navigation. The limita-| be employed in the inland carrying trade, and the 
tion of the annual expenditure has had a tendency | dealers in the sale, purchase, and exchange of com- 
to procrastinate the completion ofthis great work: | modities, must constitute the most efficient friends 
and undera full persuasion that the whole cannot|to agriculture. The fluctuations of harvests if 
only be accomplished, but will accomplish in three | different parts of the United States, and the diffet- 
years at the utmost, from the present period, I earn-| ences of productions will frequently produce fucil- 
estly recommend the adoption of plenary and effec-] ities in the way of reciprocal supply; and the ne 
tual measures for this purpose. The advantages to | cessities of Europe will almost always create, I$ 
be gained by this course will be great and striking.| greater or less degree, a demand for our stapic 
The faculties of the state are fully adequate to the | articles, 
operation, and all éontroversy about the order of| It may be proper, on this occasion, to call your 
completion will be avoided. The civilized world is| attention to the expediency of lowering the rate 
now Jn a state of peace; but the symptoms of great | of interest on money: and as the period has army 
and extensive convulsions begin to appear in Eu-| when the census of the people of this state ought 
rope, and if wars shall unfortunately afflict that por-| to be taken, with a view to an equal and just app™ 
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tionment of the representation in the legislature. 
j am persuaded that you will perceive the great 
utility of directing at the same time, such other 
statistioal investigations as may illustrate our re- 
sources, and point out the road to increased wealth 
and prosperity. The discovery of an important hy- 
draulic cement, willadd greatly to the general con- 
venience, and if you shallsee fit to encourage the dis- 
covery of coal, I feel confident that it will be attend- 
ed with success, and that the beneficial influence 
of this measure will be felt in the promotion of 
manufactures, and in the accommédation of the 
whole community. 

The flourishing condition of our seminaries of 
education, furnishes additional inducements to con- 
tinue and to extend the patronage of the state. In 
six thousand common schools, organized under the 
act for their establishment, three hundred thousand 
children are taught, and 160,000 dollars are annu- 
ally appropriated to the compensation of the teach- 
ers. Iam informed by the useful and able officer 
who presid«s over this department, that the num- 
ber of pupils at present taught in our schools, is 
equal to nine-tenths of the whole number of chil- 
dren between the ages of five and fifteen years, and 
approximates to one-fourth of our whole popula- 
tion. Fhere are, probably, twenty schools in this 
state conducted on the Lancasterian system exclu- 
sively, and several others which follow it partially, 
but not so far as to assume a distinctive character. 
Insome of these establishments, several young men 
have been recently instructed as Lancasterian 
teachers; and it is to be hoped that this system will 
be carried into the most extensive operation. There 
are now, upon an average, about fifty scholars for 
every school master under the present plan of com- 
mon schools; and whether the number be great, or 
be small, the introduction of the Lancasterian me- 
thod is of importance; for admittingth all cases the 
competency of the teacher to attend to all his pu- 
pis, yet, when we consider the rapidity of acquir- 
ing instruction under that system, and reflect on 
the useful habits which it forms, and the favorable 
ampressions which it makes on the minds and the 
morals of those who participate in its benefits, we 
cannot hesitate to give it a decided preference. 
The education of youth is an important trust, and 
an honorable vocation, but it is too often committed 
tounskilful hands. Liberal encouragement ought 
unquestionably to be dispensed for increasing the 
number of competent teachers. 

In thirty of the forty incorporated academies, 
there were the last year two thousand two hundred 
and eighteen students, of which six hundred and 
eighty-eight were engaged in learning Latin and 


lected for moral superiority, or pre-eminence of 
talents and character. A measure of this nature 
is strictly in unison with the genius of our govern 
ment, and would have a tendency to restore the 
equilibrium of society—to mitigate those prejudi- 
ces which spring up. in the freest communities—to 
develope intellectual resources; which would other- 
wise be lost to the world, and to excite a spirit of 
emulation propitious to the interests of knowledge, 
and promotive of the fame and prosperity of our 
country. When I contemplate the vast resources 
of the state, and particularly the immense revenue 
which will accrue from the completion of its great 
plans of internal improvement, I entertain a confi- 
dent expectation that the rising, and all future ge- 
nerations will experience the continued and in- 
creased munificence of government, exercised in 
different ways and through various channels, for 
the promotion of instruction, and the propagation 
of knowledge. ; 

A growing spirit of improvement has been gene- 
rally manifested by the militia, and in some sec- 
tions of the state it has been exhibited in an extra- 
ordinary degree. The adoption of a plate and 
feather for the hat, in the city of New York, has 
given an uniform and military appearance to the 
infantry; and the great attention which several dis- 
tinguished officers in that and other places, have 
devoted to the promotion of military knowledge, 
is entitled to high commendation. During the 
late war a brigade of horse, or flying artillery, was 
organized in the Atlantic parts of the state. In 
the formation of the present militia code, this bri- 
gade was not recognized, and no prevision was 
made to enforce the attendance on parades of the 
officers and privates of that part of the brigade 
that belongs to the city of New York, nor can any 
court martial be instituted for their trial under the 
present system. As this is a very useful and effi- 
cient institution, I recommend it to your favorable 
consideration. A laudable provision for the distri- 
bution of elementary books on the military art has 
been confined to the infantry. The other depart- 
ments of our military force are anxious to enjoy si- 
milar benefits: and on this occasion it may not be 
improper to mention that an able treatise on artille- 
ry has been recently published under the patro- 
nage of the national government, and which as it 
deserves, it is to be hoped will receive your en- 
couragement. 

1 conceive it an indispensable duty to call your 
attention once more to the state of our penitentia- 
ry system. In corroboration of the observations 
which I have heretofore communicated, permit me 
to state, that the increasing expense, and partial 


Greek. The fund appropriated for the benefit of failure of this system, may be principally ascribed 


these institutions. is about $320,000. 

In Columbia, Union and Hamilton colleges, there 
are five hundred and twenty-two students; and in 
the two medical colleges, one hundred and ninety- 
Six. The grants to these establishments amount to 
upwards of 720,000 dollars; and perhaps the whole 
’ppropriation for the promotion of education, may 

€ estimated at two millions and a half of dollars: 

Although this sum may appear highly liberal, yet 
When we look at the resources, population and ex- 
tent of the state, and consider that knowledge is 
“ssential to the happiness and dignity of man—to 
the existence of republican government, and to na- 
psn power and glory, we must feel persuaded 

at More munificent dispensations ought to be af- 

orded for its encouragement and diffusion. And 
Would particularly recommend, the education, at 


to an injudicious organization of its government, 
and to an inexpedient arrangement of the build- 
ings. The government of our state prisons is in- 
trusted to several respectable citizens, who act 
from patriotic motives, and without compensation. 
The affairs of the establishment are principally ma- 
naged by officers under their control. When the 
vigilance of self interest ceases to operate in any 
institution, its place must be occupied by adequate 
powerful substitutions, by imposing responsibil. 
ty, and by exacting exclusive and undivided atten- 
tion. 

‘The operation of the present administrations of 
our penitentiaries, is to create a nominal authority 
in the inspectors, but to invest the substantial con- 
trol in subordinate agents. The formerattc:id but 
seldom, and, indeed, a rigid attendance cannot be 





€ public expense, of youth distinguished and se- 


expected where officers are not remunerated fut 
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their services. The con ices are Obvious. 
These important institutions are almost entirely 
directed by incompetent men, who were not con- 
templated, nor intended ‘for'that purpose, and the 
pecuniary affairs, as well as the moral discipline of 
the establishment become distracted and deranged. 
The state prison at Auburn, is, by a late arrange- 
ment, modelled on the plan of solitary cells. In 
London a prison has béen recently erected con- 
taining seven hundred cells: At Pittsburgh, in 
Perinsylvania, one is now building, of six hundred 
cells, cach six by eight feet. A buikling on this 
plan will not'be so expensive as on the old one.— 
It will not be necessary to make it so strong: the 
prisoners will have no chance of forming conspira- 
cies and hence all eseapes will be prevented. The 
€xpense ofa military guard would be saved; the 
duration of punishment might be usefully abridged, 
and, above all, .we might be certainly assured, if 


————— 


not of a reformation that will prevent, of a punish-| 


meut that will deter, from the repetition of crimes. 
I am happy to state that the New York society for 
the prevention of pauperism, have instituted an 
enquiry on the subject of the penitentiary system, 
which will be attended with favorable results and 
that improvements are absolutely necessary, may 
be inferred from the fact, that in all probability 
there is one convict incarcerated for crime, in- 
every thousand persons composing the population 
of the state. 

It is universally conceded, that one of the most 
pernicious modes of ratSing revenue, is by the es- 
tablishment of lotteries, The spirit of gambling 


. which it generates, and thé demoralizing influence 


which it exercises, are greatly to be deprecated.— 
With a view to mitigate the resulting evils, the 
avails have been generally applied to the promo- 
But 
it is to be hoped, after the existing grants are satis- 
fied, that this expedient for raising money will be 
entirely abandoned. Inthe mean time, J am sorry 
to say, that the evils are multiplied upon us, by a 
forced construction of the power of congréss, and 
that the local authority of that body over the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, exercised for municipal accom — 
modation, is attempted to be erected into an au- 
thority to raise over the laws of the states. Sucha 
palpable and mischievous usurpation can never be 
sustained ner tolerated. 

I should do injustice to the feelings which I en- 
tertain and cherish, were I not to avail myself of 
this occasion to communicate to the people of this 
state, my grateful acknowledgements for the renew- 
ec expression of their favorable opinion. With 
deep sense of my inability, but with a humble re- 
Jiance on the blessings of Almighty God, I shall en- 
deavor to merit the confidence of my fellow citi- 
zens, by every proper exertion to promote, in all 
cases, their individual and collective prosperity, 
whether Iam called on to act exclusively, or in co- 
operation with the co-ordinate authorities. 

DE WIT CLINTON, 








Legislature of New Jersey. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, NOY. 1. 

Mr. Pennington, from committee, submitted the 
following report: 

Your committee, whose duty is connected with 
the subject of finance, beg leave to further report: 
That in taking a comparative view of the present 
time, with that of a few years past, they see an 
abundant reason why the financial concerns of the 





rr 


hold good in states as well as inat’s private cop. 
cerns, that their expenditures ought to bear a por. 
tion to theirincome. ‘Three years ago the citizens 
of this state were in afull tide of prosperity. (he 
agriculturist in his pursuit, was cheered inthe ap. 
ticipation of receiving a profit from his crops. | he 
manufacturer was vending his work at a libera} 
price in a safe market. ‘The commercial interest 
has uedergone a serious depression, It suffices to 


know that the scene has changed, then in prospetj. 


ty, now in adversity. If the prosperous state of 
things then warranted the augmentation of the ex. 
penses of government, the same parity of reason. 
ing now in adversity calls for a reduction. — 
Therefore, the committee are of an opinion, that 
the salaries arising from the government of this 
state, the wages of members of the legislature, and 
all officers and attendants incident thereto, ought 
to be reduced to what they were in the year 1814, 
Which report was read and ordered to lie on the 
table, 








Legislature of Arkansas. 

The general assembly of this territory met at the 
village of Arkaisas on the 2d of October. Present 
representatives from five counties. On tire 3g 
they received the following message from the 
governor: 

Gentlemen of the council, 

and house of representatives - 

I have the satisfation to inform you that the diff- 
culties which embarrassed the legislature, at the 
commencement of this session, in February last, 
produced by the doubts which arose as to the lega- 
lity of the election of the legislative council, have 
been removed by the pussage of a law of congress, 
sanction and legalizing the organization of the ter- 
ritory in the second grade of government; so that 
you now re-conmence your labors, freed from all 
impediments except such as naturally arise out of 
the importarce and magnitude of the duties impos- 
ed upon you. I feel every confidence that your 
knowledge of the true interest of the territory, and 
of the wants and wishes of your constitutents, will 
enable you to discharge those duties in ¢ mannet 
equally satisfactory and beneficial to them, and ho- 
norable to yourselves’ And I have to assure you 
of my hearty concurrence in every measure tending 
to the common good. 

The present system of revenue laws appears to 
be defective in many respects, and particularly by 
that part of them providing for the issuing of script, 
for the payment of the public creditors. This script, 
under the present systuin, is daily increasing, owing 
to the defect in the public revenue. It is already 
below par, and unless some measure can be devised 
by the legislature to sustain its credit, it will, in 8 
short time, become almost u3eless to the holders, 
and thereby produce a state of embarrassment 10 
the public creditors, which mus: be evident to you. 
How this difficulty is to be removed, I leave to your 
wisdom and superior knowledge of the resources 
of the territory, to devise; I would, however, Sug’ 
gest the propriety of a lean, on the faith of tle tet 
ritory, or the imposition of an additional faz, ade 
quate to meet the current expenses of the tert 
tory. ry 
Much expense accrues, and the course of justice 
is frequently impeded, or totally stopped, by the 
want of sufficient jails in each county for the com 
finement of criminals and others; I would there- 
fore, suggest the propriety of enacting some /a¥ 


state should be reviewed. It is a maxim that will! that will remedy this evil, by providing for the ete 
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tion of a jail in the different counties which are 
unprovided with one, as speedily as possible. 

‘The traffic carried on between the whites and 
Indians, in horses, has been the source of much 
proil and cotention, and opens a deor for the prac- 
tice of great impositions and chicanery; I, there- 
fore, think that a law, totally inhibiting such a traf- 
fic for the future, would materially tend to the tran- 
quility of our settlements, bordering on Indian 
tribes, and perhaps be the means of preventing, in 
a great degree, the stealing of horses by Indians, 
which has been so much complained of throughout 
the territory. 

In consequence of not hearing from Washington 
City, of the passage of the law legalizing the orga- 
nization of the territory, in time, some of the laws 
passed at your lest meeting, have not been approv- 
ed. Theyare returned to you; and I would advise 
the revision of them, and where they are penal, to 
attach higher penalties. 

JAMES MILLER, 

Arkansas, Octeber 3d, 1820. 








Tennessee—Presentment. 

Nashville, Oct. 24.—The grand jury, elected for 
Davidson county, beg leave to present their opinion 
on 2 subject of deep interest to the citizens of this 
staie. 

The bank of the state of Tennessee has in pos- 
session, lands worth between one and two millions 
of dollars; a large part of which will, in a short time, 
be converted into money; it has been vested by 
law with money, at this time due, amounting to 
more than $100,000, drawing interest and secured 
by a lien on lands; its credit is supported by all the 
unappropriated revenues of the state, and by a cre- 
ation of public 6 per cent. steck, amounting to 
250,000 dollars—and, finally, its debts to be well 
secured, principally by mortgage 6h real estate at 
double the value. In addition to all which monied 
securities and capital, it is further secured by being 
placed under the supervising control aud direction 
of the good citizens, acting by their representatives 
in the generalassembly. What bank possesses ca- 
pital so great and so permanent? What bank has 
such guards against corruption, favoritism and 
fraud? Subject to the inquisitorial power of the 
legislature, and sustained by the strong arm of the 
state, we deem it, and we hail it, emphatically, zhe 
bank of the people. 

The grand jury wish they could stop here, but a 
regard to'truth and public welfare, compels them to 
Say something: more. 

Itis with mingled and painful feelings of surprise, 
regret, and indignation, we have regarded the 
progress of those desperate and impotent efforts 
which have been made to baffle and defeat the in- 
tentions of the legislature, and to dash aside the 
benefiis intended to be conferred on the citizens of 
the state. We can well appreciate an honest and 
well-timed opposition to measures under legislative 
consideration; and it is the privilege of every citi- 
zen, itis the duty of every one who loves his coun- 
try, to make such opposition in a manly and tem- 
perate manner to measures, believed to be improper 
orunwise. But, when the legislative council of a 
State has adopted its course, when it has staked the 
tichest public domains ever possessed by so small 
20poulation, when it has staked the public reve- 
hues, and with those of consequence much of the 
public happiness, upon the success of a measure, 


palahe for the good of the people, we should, 








esteem it a very equivocal evidence of! 


2 : , a “ : ites GES) 2 omen 
patriotism, to endeavor to, render those measures 
abortive; and we might, perhaps, ‘be induced to 
conclude that there was something of gbliquy, ¢i- 
ther in the perceptions or motives of a person thus 
employed. Among the persons thus engaged, we | 
are grieved much to find the two old banking cor- 
porations of this state, the late resolution of those 
banks not to receive the paper of the new bank, 
we view asa proceeding strange and unparalled: we 
hope it is the offspiring ef inconsideration alone, 
and that a calm review of it will dissipate the errpr 
in which it has originated. 

It is an attempt at dictation, which never, we 
trust, will be submitted to by the people For two 
private corporations, managed by a few merchants, 
to place themselves in array against the the Jaws, 
the will, andthe strength of the country, is a spec- 
tacle, at the same time novel and ridiculous --1t, is 
a proceeding at once te be lamented and reproha- 
ted. ‘Those banks ought to recollect that they ex- 
ist by legislative aid, and permission: they are bare- 
ly tolerated by the people, whose breath can anni- 
hilate them in an instant—they surely forget on 
what a precipice they stand. If they. were suc- 
cessful in achieving the depreciation of the new 
bank paper, the consequence would be such as 
every good man would shudder to look upon: all 
the public lands sacrificed, the public revenue de- 
atroyed, the public credit prostrated, and indivi- 
dual distress multiplied to an incalculable extent 
—a country ruined and made desperate by their 
machinations. In this situation do they entertain 
presentiment of the fate which would be awarded 
to them for their well doing? Yes! they should re- 
ceive the punishment appointed for “the wicked 
and unjust busbandmen.” 

It would be well for those banks to enquire how 
they are to pay the large quantity of ther paper now 
in possession of the new bank, and the still larger 
quantity which this bank will have in a few days; 
are they prepared to pay specie? No; they admit 
they are not. 

In the management of the new bank by the pre- 
sent board of directors, the undersigned have un- 
limited confidence! and under a prudent guidance 
of its affairs, the ability to meet all engagements, 
and its ultimate success and prosperity are unques- 
tionable—we have the more readily taken the hi- 
berty to express the opinions entertained by us on 
this important subject, that the public sentiments 
of this county may not be misunderstood at a dis- 
tance. Joun B. Craieuran, 

Foreman of the grand jury—and others. 
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Foreign Articles. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, 

We have the doleful and disgraceful particulars 
of certain late executions in Scotland, for high trea- 
son. The sufferers were.of the poorerclasses—but 
such is the state of society in Britain, that it was 
thought necessary to make examples of them! 
They were first hung and then decapitated, at which 
the people called out “murder.” ‘In the whole, 24 
have been tried and condemned, 2 acquitted, 21 
ditto by consent of the prosecution, and 51 ab- 
scomled, who are to be outlawed. There have also 
been several executions for alleged cases of high 
treason in England. 

A London paper says—“Wilson, the celebrated 
Blackheath pedestrian, failed in his match to per- 
form ninety miles in 24 successive hours—he gave 
up after completing 88 miles in 23 hours 48 minutes, 
much exhausted.” Just as we had read the pre- 
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lways doubtless be, disposed implicitly to obey its 


thy opinion, the order of which we are speaking 


‘prepared to “deliver*® Persia to himself. ‘The Rus. 
, é , ‘ , 
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ceding highly important article, we took up an Ame- 
yican newspaper and noticed that a young yankee, 
not “celebrated” at all, starting at 3 o’clock A. 
M. at half past 10 o’clock on ‘the evening of the 
same day, hyd performed, on foot, a distance of 
seventy miles, and it is not said, that he was “ex- 
hausted!” His whole object was to pay a visit to 
his father. eck 
NETHERLANDS. 

- The population of Amsterdam is given at 220,580; 
of whom 98,000 are said to be Calvanistic, 44,500 
Catholics, 32,000 Lutherans, 23,100 Jews, and 2,980 
Anabaptists, Moravians, &c. &c, with 20,000 sol- 
diers, sailors, &c. and persons of none or doubtful 
religious sects. = 

’ SPAIN. 


A considerable debate took place in the Spanish } 


cortes, on the subject of the letter of Riego to'them, 
which we have seen in our newspapers, and the 
order of the government to break up the army of 
the Isle of Leon. The following speech of Quiro- 
ra on the occasion, translated from the report of it 
jn the Madrid gazettes, sets the character of that 
jllustrious patriot in alight similarto thatin which 
history regards our Washington.—WNutional Gazette. 
General Quiroga said, “I, who havé been for 
some time the organ of that army, who know the 
noble sentiments'of those who compose it, cannot 
neglect the opportunity of removing an error by 
which it isinjured. The opinion of the army of 
the Islais notthat of three or four persons. ‘Tliose 
who compose it, always realy to obey the orders of 
‘overnment, and always satisfied that government 
will order for the best, have always been, and will 


commands.—I shall not endeavor to throw biame 
on any individual, but 1 cannot omit stating that, in 


has not been communicated literally to the troops, 
and that perhaps some tardiness was evinced. Be 
that as it may, I must declare to the congress and 
the nation, that the army of the Isla has not the va- 
nity to suppcse that by its own exertions it gave 
liberty to the hation. ‘Phe meritorious gartison of 
Madrid, that of Corunna, and the troops of the 
other provinces, contributed in an active manner to 
the happiness of their’country. All contributed to 
the same end—TI repeat it; and without the co-ope- 
ration of others, the force of the army of the Isla 
svould have been but small, and its service insigni- 
ficant. Onthis account I beseech honorable mem- 
bets to form a more correct idea than that which 
they at present possess of the troops in question, 
and tobelieve that they are in no way capable of 
opposing established order, or of disobeying the 
commands of the government; but that on the con- 
trary, they will dedicate their powers to consoli- 
date the public weal. I, who’am one of them, do 
not glory in what I have done, except' in having 
con‘ ributed to the national felicity. IT yield the glo- 
ry of the enterprise to any one on whom public opi- 
nion may confer it. ‘he will ‘of my country is! 
mine—the general will is that which ought to de- 
cide the proceedings of virtuous men.” : 

; ra ITALY. 

The latest news from the continent of Europe 
was received afew davs since at New York. No- 
thing important is mentioned except a report that} 
all Sicily had submitted to the consktutional goveri-| 
ment, . iol Ry 

, PERSTA, 

From what is stated in the London papcrs, it cer- 

tainly appears that the emperor Alexaiidef stands 





| 


SP raemenaise 
sian charge d’affaires at Tehran is said openly to 
talk of his master’s designs on that country; aa 
declares that England cannot complaia of it, be. 
cause she gives away kingdoms every day in India! 
But the English do not like the idea of Russia's 
stretching her arm in that direction. The latigg 
has 100,000 men on the line of the Caucasus, peag 

toact whenthe “deliverer” pleases to direct pos. 
session to be taken—to which force the Persians 
cannot offer any effectual resistance, 

TURKEY. 

London Sept, 26. We are surprised to learn, from 
a Paris paper, that a short time before Ali Pacha 
of Joannina, raised the standard of revolt Against 
the Porte, he had received from the English cop. 
sul, Mr. Myer, a magnificent present, sent to him b 
the court of London. The present consisted of g 
large golden tray to receive plates on the table 
together with twelve lamps, also of gold, of im. 
mense value! For what purpose this Costly pre. 
sent was made ty the barbarian by the court of 
England, remains to be explained. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 

The British government have recently made 
great efforts to encourage emigration to the Cape 
of Good Hope—but the accounts from the settlers 
are calculated to cheek the current. The nature of 
the country forbids the establishment of a prosper. 
ous colony. Four fifths of the promontory is said 
to be a sterile and dreary desart, without wood or 
water; and the little fertile spots are so far in the 
interior, as to prevent the hope of getting what they 
may produce to a market—these spets are describ. 
ed «like islets in an ocean, unnavigated from shoals 
and tempests.” ee 

HAYTI, 

We have other reports from this island. One, 
received by way of Charleston, says the troops of 
king Henry had mutinied and cut off his head, 
which they exhibited on a pole; after which, they 
went overto Boyer-—but that a bloody civil war was 
raging in the island. Leiters have been received 
at Philadelphia from Port au_ Prince, dated 17th 
October, containing a proclamation of Boyer, ad- 
dressed “to the people and the army of the Arti- 
bonite of the north,” (king Henry ]—the letter says 
that the troops were all in the north with president 
Boyer, who was pushing for the Cape, where the 
people only waited his arrival to cut off the heads 
of the royal family. The proclamation isa spirited 
appeal to the soldiers and subjects of the king, to 
shake off his yoke—inviting them to fellow the ex 
ample of the troops at St. Mark’s (who had abolish- 
ed the royal government and attached themselves 
to the republican)—and to partake of the com- 
mon benefit of the laws. Jt is dated at St. Mark’s 
Oct. 16. 





CONGRESS. 


Monday, November 13, 1820. This being the 
day appointed by law for the re-assembling of the 
present congress, at their second session, the fol- 
lowing proceedings took place in the two houses, 
respectively: 

: , IN SENATE. 

The president of the senate pro tempore, Mr. 
Gaillard, having taken the chair, and the roll being 
called, the following members answered to their 
names: 

From Mew. Hampshire—Messrs. Morril and Parrotts 
| HRhode-Island—Mr. Burrill. 
Vermont—Mr. Ti¢hénor. 
New. York-—Messrs. King and Sanford. 
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New-Jersey — Messrs. Dickerson and Wilson. 
Pennsylvania—Messrs. Roberts and Lowrie. 
Delawure—Messrs. Horsey and Van Dyke. 
Virginia—Messrs. Pleasants and Barbour. 
North- Carolina — Mr. Macon. 

South- Curolina -- Messrs. Gaillard and Smith. 
Keniucky—Mr. Johnson. 
Tennessee—Mr. Eaton. 

Ohio—Messrs. Ruggles and Trimble. 
Louisiana —Messrs. Brown and Johnson. 
Indiana-- Messrs. ‘Taylor and Noble. 
Mississippi-- Messrs. Williams and Holmes. 
lilincis—Messrs. i homasand Edwards. 
Alabama--Messrs. Walker and King. 
Maine—Messrs. Holmes and Chandler. 

The new members having qualified and taken 
their seats, they were classed, by lot, as is usual. 
It so fell out, that the term of service of Mr. Holmes 
will expire on the 3d of March next, and that of Mr. 
Chandler on the third of March two years there- 
after. 

Mr. King, of Alabama, moved the appointment of 
a committee to acquaint the president of the United 
States of the organization of the senate, and of its 
readiness to receive any Communication from him; 
whereupon 

Messrs. King, of Alabama, and Macon were ap- 
pointed. 

Mr. Wilson was appointed on the committee of 
enrolled biils, on the part of the senate; and, 

The orders usual at the commencement of the 
session having been made; 

The senate adjournec: 

Nove uber 14. Mr. Palmer, from Vermont, and 
Mr. Williams, from ‘Sennessee, attended. 

The president communicated a copy of the con- 
stitution, as adopted for ithe government of the state 
of Missouri; which was read. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Smith, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to en- 
quire whether any, and, if any, what legislative 
measures may be necessary for admitting the state 
of Missouri into the union. 

Messrs. Smith, Burrill and Macon, were appoint- 
eda committee accordingly, and the constitution 
was referred to said committee. 

Mr. Dickerson, Mr. Holmes, of Maine, and Mr. 
— were appointed a committee for engrossec 

ills. 

The senate adjourned to two o’clock, to await 
the organization of the house of representatives, 
and met again; but, finding the house of represen- 
tauves had not yet elected a speaker, they adjourn- 
ed until to-morrow. 

November 15. In the senate no business was 
cme until the other house was organized, except 

lat 

Mr. Burrill presented the resolution of the le- 
gislature of the state of Rhode Island, instructing 
their senators, and requesting their representatives 
iN Congress, to endeavor to procure a reduction of 
the pay of the members of congress.from eight to 
81x dollars per diem. 

At about three o’clock, the president’s message 
Was received, by the hands of his secretary. 

After reading it, the senate adjourned. 

November'16. Mr. Dana, ot Con, attended yes- 
terday. Mr. Johnson, of Ky. submitted the foliow- 
§ resolution for consideration: 


tion of the original purchase as may amount to the 
sums of money actually paid, at the price for which 
the land was purchased. ‘ 
Mr. Burrill, offered a resolution whieh had for its 
object to reduce the per diem of the members ef 
congress to six. dollars. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. - . 
Menday, November 13, 1820. At 12 0’clock pre- 
cisely, the clerk invited the house to come to order, 
and on calling over the roll of members, it appeared 
that there were present the following members, 
Viz 

From New-Hampshire.-- Messrs. Buffum, jr. But- 
ler, Claget, Plumer, jr. Upham. ) 

From Massachusetis.—Messrs. Adams, Alles, 
Cushman, Fuller, Hill, Kendall, Lincoln, Morton, 
Nelson, Parker, Shaw, Eustis. 

From Rhode-Island.— Messrs. Eddy, Hazard. 

"rom Connuecticut.—Messrs. Edwards, Foot, Mose- 
ly, Phelps, Russ, Stevens, 1 omlinson. : 

From Vermont—Messrs. Crafts, Meech, Richards, 
Strong, Mallory. 

‘From New-York.—Messrs. Allen, Baker, Case, 
Clark, De Witt, Dickinson, Fay, Ford, Gross, lack. 
ley, jr. Hall, Meigs, Monell, Picher, Richmond, 
Storrs, Street, Strong, Taylor, Tompkins, Tracy, 
Van Rensselaer, Wendover, Wood. 

New Jersey.—Messrs. Bateman, Bloomfield, Con- 
dit, Linn, Smith | 

Pennsylvania—Messrs. Baldwin, Darlington, Ed- 
wards, Forrest, Gross, Hemphill, Hibshman, Hos. 
tetter, Maclay, Marchand, R. Moore, S. Moore, 
Murray, Patterson, Philson, Rodgers, Sergeant, 
Wallace, M’Cullough. 

Delaware.—Mr. M’Lane, 

Muryland.— Messrs. Archer, Kent, Little, Ring- 
gold, Smith, Warfield. 

Virginia.— Messrs. Alexander, Burwell, Garnett, 
Jones, Mercer, Nelson, Newton, Randolph, Smith, 
Smyth, Swearingen, Tucker, Williams, Archer, 
Gray, Jackson, and Moore. 

North Curolina. 
Hall, Hooks, Sawyer, Slocumb, Smith, Walker, 
Williams. : 

South Carolina.—Messrs. Brevard, Lowndes, 
M’Creary, Oversireet, Tucker. 

Georgia.— Messrs. Abbot and Cobb. 

Kentucky.— Messrs. Anderson, Brown, M’Lean, 
Metcalfe, Bobertson, Trimble. 

Tennessee.— Messrs. Cannon, Jones, Rhea. 

Ohio, - Messrs. Beecher, Brush,Campbell, Sloan. 

Louisianu.—Mr. Butler. 

Indiana.—Myr. Hendricks. 

Jilino:s.—Mr. Cook. 

Alabama.—Mr. Crowell. 

The clerk having announced that a quorum of 
the house was present, said, that he had received a 
letter from the hon. Henry Clay, late speaker of 
this house, which, with the leave of the house, he 
read as follows: 

Lexington, Ky. 28th Oct. 1820. 

Sir: I will thank you to communicate to the 
house of representatives, that, owing to imperious 
circumstanceg, I shall not be able to attend upon it 
until after the Cliristmas holydays; and to respect- 
fully ask it to allow me to resign the office of its 
speaker, which I have the honor to hold, and to 
consider this as the act of my resignation. Ibeg 
the house also to permit me to reiterate the ex- 





Resolved, That itis expedient to make provision 
y law to authorise any person who has purchased 
pal lands, and not made full payment for the 
ame, to relinquish to the United States so much 


creof as may not be paid for, and retain such por-} Tuos, Doccuryry, Esq. clerk house of representatives, 


pression of my sincere acknowledgments and un. 
affected gratitude for the distinguished ¢onsidera- 
tion which it has uniformly manifested for me. 

I have the honor to be, &c. H. CLAY. 


—~ 


Mcssrs Culpepper, Edwards, 
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On motion of Mr. Wewton, the letter was ordered 
to lie on the table, and to be inserted in the journal 
of the house. | 

On motion ef Mr. MWewton, the house then pro- 
ceeded to the election of a speaker. 

The clerk declared, that, as this was an election 
to be made from amongst members of the house, 
no previous nomination was necessary. No nomi- 
nation, therefore, was made. 

Messrs. Wewton and Mosely being appointed a 
committee to count the ballots, reported that the 

votes were—&c. 

{No less than seven ballots were then taken, 

without any one receiving a majority of the whole 
number of yotes, and the results were as follows: 
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3rd. : 
4th . oe 
Sth~ °. : 

6th . Bue 

Pe et tae os: SRE RE: ee 
_ and the house adjourned without. making a 

choice, until 12 o’clock to-morrow—ayes 71.] 

Tuesday, Nov. 14.—The house met, pursuant to 
_ - adjournment, at 12 o’clock; and the following mem- 

. bers, in addition to those mentioned yesterday, at- 
tended, viz: 

Messrs. Southard, Barbour, Livermore, Cocke, 
McCoy, Kinsley, Tarr, Ross, Neale, Ball, Earle. 

Mr. Montgomery and Mr. F.Johnson, both of Ken- 
tucky, were present yesterday, and also Mr. Scott, 
delegate from Missouri, and Mr. Bates delegate 
from Arkansas. 

The housé then proceeded forthwith to ballot 
again for a speaker of the house, in the place of 
Mr. Clay, resigned. 

The members present were ascertained to be 
149, and of the whole number of votes 75 were ne- 
cessary to make a choice. 

_ [Twelve ballottings were had on this day, and the 
house adjourned at 5 o’clock, without making a 
choice. ‘The results were as follows: 
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Wednesday, Nov. 15. The following 
appeared to-day:—from Vermont, Mr. Rich; from 
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Pennsylvania, Mr. Dennison; from Maryland, y, 
Bayly; from North Carolina, Mr. Fisher; from Sout, 
Carolina, Mr. Simkins. | a 
- The house, having been called to orderat twely, 
o’clock, proceeded to ballot, the twentieth time 
for a speaker, in the place of Mr. Clay, resigned, 
The votes having been counted, it appeared thy 
the number of votes-given was 141—necessury tog 
choiee 71. Of which there were 
For Mr. Taylor 67 
Lowndes 6 
Smith 8 
; Scattering Bhi 
No choice having been made, the house proceed 
ed to ballot the twenty-first time; when the resy}t 
was declared as follows: Whole number of yotes 
i47—necessary to a choioe 74, of which there were, 
_ For Mr. Taylor 73 
Lowndes 42 
Smith 52 
No choice having yet been made, the house wa; 


| about to ballot again; when 


Mr. Little rose, and remarking on the extraordi. 
nary aspect of the present proceedings of the 
houSe; the necessity for chusing a speaker; the 
uncertainty, under present appearances, when a 
choice would be made; the weariness of the house 
at these repeated ballotings, &c. moved, that the 
house do come to a resolution, that the lowest 
on each ballot should be dropped at the succeeding 
ballot, and that any votes given for such lowest 
person should not be taken into account. . 

The clerk.of the house, after reading the resolve, 
expressed doubts of the power of the house to pass 
such a resolution, consistently with the rules estab- 
lished for its government. 

Mr. Randolph made it a point of order whether 
the clerk had any right to express to the house his 
opinion of their powers, or to decide for them what 
was, or was not, in order. 

The clerk declared, that, under the rules of the 
house, which prescribe the mode of election by 
ballot, he could not receive this motion. 


Some brief debate took place on the point of or 
der, Mr. Randolph protesting against what he pro 
nounced an assumption of power on the part of the 
clerk, and asserting the right of any member to 
propound any question to the house through the 
clerk, the speaker’s chair being vacant, or from 
himself, if he thought proper. 


Other gentlemen, Mr. Storrs, Mr. Little, Mr. Se 
geant, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Livermore, expressed thet 
opinions, and the following rule of the house w% 
read: 

“In all other cases of ballot than for committees 
a majority of the votes given shall be necessary !0 
an election; and, when there shall not be such! 
majority on the first ballot, the ballot shall be t 
peated until a majority be obtained.” 


Mr. Little asserting his right to make the moto 
yet, not desiring to prolong discussion in regard ta 
it, waived the moving of it himself. 

The house then proceeded to ballot the twen'y: 
second time. The whole number of votes was 
—75 necessary toachoice. The votes were, 

For Mr. Taylor, 76 
Lowndes, 44 
Smith, 27 

Scattering, 1 . 

So Joun W. Tartor, Esq. a representative fro 
the state of New-York, was elected speaker: A 
having been conducted to the chair by Mr. Ne¥ 0 
and Mr. Mosely, addressed the house as follows 
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f,vor invites me, greatly distrusting my ability to 
fulfil your just expectations. Although the duties 
of the chair have become less arduous by improve- 
ments in its practice during the administration of 
my distinguished predecessor, Ishould not venture 
to assume their responsibilities without a firm re. 
Jiance on your indulgent support. In all delibera- 
tive assemblies, the preservation of order must de- 
end in a greater degree upon the members at 
large than upon any efforts of a presiding officer 
phe forbearance and decorum which characterized 
this house in its former session, at a period of pe- 
euliar excitement, afford of their continued exer. 
cise a happy anticipation. For the confidence with 
which you have honored me, be pleased to accept 
my profound acknowledgments. In my best en- 
deavors to merit your appprobation, which shall 
not be intermitted, { can promise nothing more 
than diligence and a constant aim atimpartiality. I 
can hope for nothing greater than that these en- 
deavors may not prove altogether unavailing. 

The new members having been sworn in— 

A message was received from the senate, in- 
forming the house that a quorum thereof wes 
formed, and that they were ready to proceed to 
business. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, of Va. a similar més- 
sage was returned to the senate, 

On motion of Mr. Velson, also, a committee was 
appointed, jointly with such committee as should 
be appointed by the senate, to wait upon the pre- 
sident of the United States, and inform him of the 
organization of the two houses, and of their rea- 
diness to receive any communication he may have 
to make tothem. 

The resolution of the senate for appointing a 
joint committee of enrolled bills, and for the ap- 
pointment of a chaplain for each house, were 
agreed to; and, on motion of Mr. S®cumd, to-mor- 
row at 12 o’clock was assigned as the hour for pro- 
ceeding to appoint a chaplain on the part of this 
house. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of N. C. the daily hour 
of meeting, until otherwise directed, was fixed at 
12 o’clock. 

The committee appointed to wait on the presi- 
dent of the United States, reported, that they had 
performed that service, and received for answer, 
that a message would be transmitted by the presi- 
dent immediately. 

Aceordingly, about 3 o’clock, the message was 
received and read, and 

The house adjourned. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
To buth houses, at the opening of the second ses- 
Sion of the sixteenth congress—transmitted by 
Mr. James Monnorg, jun. 
Fellow citizens of the senate, 
and of the house of representatives, 


Gentlemen : Lapproach the station to which your 
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be strange, if the produce of our soil'and the ins 


dustry and enterprize of our fellow citizens receiv- 
ed, at all times, and in every quarter, an uniform 
and equal encouragement. This would be more 
than we have a right to expect, under circumstan- 
ces the most favorable. Pressures on certain inte- 
rests, itis admitted, have been felt; but, allowi 
these to their greatest extent, they dctract but ie 
tle from the force of the remark already made. In 
forming a just estimate of our present situation, # 
is proper to look at the whole; in the outline, as 
wellas inthe detail. A free, virtuous anc enlight- 
ened people, know well the great principles and 
causes on which their happiness depends: and even 
those who suffer most, occasionally, in their transi- 
tory concerns, ijnd great relief, under their suitet- 
ing’s, from the blessings which they otherwise enjoy, 
and in the consoling and animating hope which they 
administer. From whence do these pressures come? 
Not from a government which is founded by, admi- 
nistered for, and supported by, the people. .We 
trace them to a peculiar character of the epoch. in 
which we live, and to the extraordinary occurrences 
which have signalized it. he convulsions with 
which several of the powers of Europe have 
been shaken, and the long and destructive wars in 
which all were engaged, with their sudden transi- 
tion to a state of peace, presenting, in the first in- 
stance, unusual encouragement to our commerce, 
and withdrawing it, in the second, even within its 
wonted limit, could not fail to be sensibly felt here. 
The station too which we had to support through 
this long conflict, compelled, as we were, finally, to 
become a party to it with a principal power, and to 
make great exertions, suffer heavy losses, and to 
contract considerable debts, disturbing the ordinary 
course of affairs, by augmenting, to a vast amount, 
the circulating medium, and thereby elevating, at 
one time, the price of every article above a just 
standard, and depressing it, at another, below it, 
had likewise its due effect. 

Itis manifest that the pressures of which we oom- 
plain have proceeded, in a great measure, from 
these causes. When, then, we take into view the 
prosperous and happy condition of our country, in 
all the great circumstances which constitute the 


' felicity of a natfton—every individual in the full en- 
joyment of all his rights—the union blessed with 


plenty, and rapidly rising to greatness, under a 
national government, which operates with complete 
effect in every part, without being felt in any, ex- 
cept by the ample protection which it affords, and 
under state governments which perform their equal 
share, according to a wise distribution of power 
between them, in promoting the public happiness 
—it is impossible to behold so gratifying, so glori- 
ous aspectacle, without being penetrated with the 
most profound and grateful acknowledgments to 
the Supreme Author of all good for such manifold 
and inestimable blessings. Deeply impressed with 





In communicating to you a just view of public {these sentiments, I cannot regard the pressures te 
affairs, at the commencement of your present la-| which I have adverted otherwise’ than in the light 
ors, I do it with great satisfaction; because, taking! of mild and instructive admonitions; warning us of 
all circumstances into consideration which claim} dangers to be shunned in future; teaching us les- 
attention, I see much cause to rejoice in the felicity { sons of economy, corresponding with the simplicity 


of our situation. In making this remark, I do not 


Wish to be understood to imply that an unvaried 


| and purity of our institutions, and best adapted fe 


their support: evincing the connection and depen- 


Prosperity is to be seen inevery interest of thisgreat | dence which the various parts of our happy union 
community. In the progress of anation, inhabiting | have on cach other, thereby augmenting daily our 
4 territory of such vast extent and great variety of; social incorporation, and adding, by its strong ties, 
“imate, every portion of which is engaged in fo-| new strength and vigor to the political; opening a 
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Telgn commerce, and liable to be affected, in some. wider range, and with new encouragement to the 
gree, by the changes which occur in the condi-; industry and enterprize of our fellow citizens at 
‘on and regulations of foreign countries, it would / home and abroad; and, more especially, by the mul 
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tiplied proofs which it has accumulated of the great 
periection of our most excellent system of govern- 
‘mmeut, the powerful instrument, in the hands of an 
all-mercitul Creator, in securing to us these bless- 
ings. 

_ Happy as our situation is, it does not exempt us 
from solicitude and care for the future. On the con- 
trary, as the blessings which we enjoy are great, 
proportionably great should be our vigilance, zeal 
and activity to preserve them. Foreign wars may 
again expose us to new wrongs, which would im- 
pose on us new duties, for which we ought to be 
prepared. The state of Europe is unsettled; and 
how long peace may be preserved, is altogether 
uncertain; in addition to which, we have interests 
of our own to adjust, which will require particular 
attention. A correct view of our relations with each 
power will enable you to form a just idea of exist- 
ing difficulties, and of the measures of precaution 
dest adapted to them. 

Respeeting our relations with Spain, nothing ex- 
plicit can now be communicated. On the adjourn- 
iment of congress, in May last, the minister pleni- 
potentiary of the United States, at Madrid, was in- 
structed to inform the government of Spain that, 
if his Catholic majesty should then ratify the treaty, 
this government would accept the ratification, so 
far as to submit to the decision of the senate the 
question whether such ratification should be re- 
‘ceived in exchange for that of the United States, 
heretofore given. By letters from the ininister of 
the United States to the secretary of state, it ap- 
pears, that a communication, in conformity with his 
instructions, had been made to the government of 
. Spain, and that the cortes had the subject under 
consideration. The result of the deliberations of 
that body, which is daily expected, will be made 
' ‘known to congress as soon as it is received. ‘The 
‘friendly sentiment which was expressed on the part 
of the United States, in the message of the 9th of 
May last, is still entertained for Spain. Among the 
‘causes of regret, however, which are inseparable 
from the delay attending this transaction, it is 
proper to state, that satisfactory information has 
Deen received that measures have been recently 
adopted, by designing persons, to convert certain 
parts of the province of East Florida into depots for 
the reception of foreign goods, from whence to 
smuggte them into the United States. By opening 
a port within the limits of Florida, immediately on 
our boundary, where there was no settlement, the 
object could not be misunderstood. An early ac- 
commodation of differences will, it is hoped, pre- 
‘vent al] such fraudulent and pernicious practices, 
and place the relations of the two countries on a 
very amicable and permanent basis, 

The commercial relations between the United 
States and the British colonies in the West Indies, 
and on this continent, have undergone nochange; 
the British government still preferring to leave that 
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An attempt has been made with the goveriiner, 
of France, to regulate, by treaty the CoOMMerge 
between the two countries, on the principle of yo. 
ciprocity and equality. By the last communicatio, 
from the minister plenipotentiary of the Uniteg 
States at Paris, to whom fall power had been given 
we learn that the negociation had been commence 
there, but, serious difficulties having occurred, the 
French government had resolved to transfer it to 
the United States, for which purpose the minister 
plenipotentiary of France had been ordered to pe. 
pair to this city, and whose arrival might soon be 
expected. It is hoped that this important intereg 
mey be arranged on just conditions, and in a map. 
ner equally satisfactory to both parties. It is sub. 
mitted to congress to decide, until such arrange. 
ment is made, how far it may be proper, on the 
principle ef the act of the igst session, which aug. 
mented the tonnage duty on French vessels, to 
adopt other measures for carrying more completely 
into effect the policy of that act. 

The actreterred to, which imposed new tonnage 
on French vessels, having been in force from and 
after the first day of July, it has happened that 
several vessels of that nation which had been des. 
patched from France before its existence was known, 
have entered the ports of the United States and, 
been subject to its operation without that pre. 
vious notice which the general spirit of our Jaws 
gives to incividuals in similar cases, The object 
of that law having been merely to countervail the 
inequalities which existed to the disadvantage of 
the United States, in their commercial intercourse 
with France, it is submitted also to the considera. 
tion of congress, whether, in the spirit of amity 
and conciliation which it is no less the inclination 
than the policy of the United States to preserve 
in their intercourse with ether powers, it may not 
be proper to extend relief to the individuals in- 
terested in those cases, by exempting from the 
operation of the law, all those vessels which have 
entered our ports without having had the means of 
previously knowing the existence of the additions! 
duty. 

The contest between Spain and the colonies, 
according to the most authentic information, is 
maintained by the latter with improved success. 
The unfortunate divisions which were known to 
exist some time since at Buenos Ayres, it is under- 
stood, still prevail. In no part of South America 
has Spain made any impression on the colonies, 
while in many parts, and particularly in Vene- 
zuela and New Grenada, the colonies have gained 
strength and acquired reputation, both for the ma- 
nagement of the war, in which they have bee 
successful; and for the order of the internal admi- 
nistration. 
Spain, by the re-establishment of the constitution 
of eighteen hundred and twelve, is an event which 
promises to be favorable tothe revolution. Under 





commerce under the restriction heretofore imposed 
on it, on each side. It is satisfactory to recollect, | 
that the restraints resorted to by the United States, | 
were defensive only, intended to prevent a mono- 
poly undér British regulations, in favor of Great 
Britain, as it likewise is, to know that the experi- 
ment is alvancing in a spirit of amity between the 
parties. 

The question depending between the United 
States and Great Britain, respecting the construc- 
tion of the first article of the treaty of Ghent, has 
been referred, by both governments, to the dect- 


the authority of the cortes, the congress of Angos 
tura was invited to open anegociation for the set 
tlement of differences between the parties, '0 
which it was replied, that they would willingly ope? 
the negociation, provided the acknowledgment 
of their independence was made its basis, but not 
otherwise. Of further proceedings between them 
we are uninformed. No facts ein hadnt this §0- 
vernment, to warrant the belief, that any of the 
powers of Europe will take part in the contest 
whence it may be inferred, considering all circum 
stances, which must have weight in producing the 
result, that an adjustment will finally take place 0% 





sion of the empcror of Russia, who las accepted 
the umpirage, — 
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the basis propused by the colonies. Yo promote 
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sult, by friendly counsels with other powers, 
to ading Spain herself, has been the uniform policy 
of this government. : | 

in looking to the internal concerns of our coun- 
try, you will, lam persuaded, derive much satistac- 
tion from a view of the several objects to which, 
‘n the discharge of your official duties, your atten- 
tion will be drawn. Among these, none hold a 
more important place than the public revenue, 
fromthe direct operation of the power, by which 
‘t is raised, on the people, and by its influence in 
giving effect to every other power of. the govern- 
ment. The revenue depends on the resources of 
the country, and the facility by which the amount 
required is raised, is a strong proof of the extent 
of the resources, and of the efficiency of the go- 
vernment. A few prominent facts will place this 

reat interest ina just light before you. On the 
30th Sept. 1815 the funded and floating debt of the 
United States was estimated at one hundred and 
nineteen millions six hundred and thirty five thou- 
sand five hundred and fifty eight dollars. Ifto this 
sum be added the amount of five per cent. stock 
subscribed to the bank of the United States, the 
amount of Mississippi stock, and of the stock which 
was issued subsequently to that date, the balances 
ascertained to be due to certain states, for military 
services, and to individuals, for supplies furnished, 
and services rendered during the late war, the pub- 
lic debt may be estimated as amounting, at that 
date, and as afterward liquidated, to one hundred 
and fifty eight millions seven hundred and thir- 
teen thousand forty nine dollars. On the 30th of 
Sept. 1820, it amounted to ninety one millions nine 
hundred and ninety three thousand eight hundred 
and eighty three dollars having been reduced in 
that interval, by payments, sixty-six million eight 
hundred and seventy nine thousand one hundred 
and sixty five dollars. During this term, the ex- 
penses of the government of the United States were 
likewise defrayed, in every branch of the civil, mi- 
litary, and naval establishments—the public edifi- 
ces in this city have been rebuilt, with considerable 
additions— extensive fortifications have been com- 
menced, and are in a train of execution—perma- 
nent arsenals and magazines have been erected in 
various parts of the union—our navy has been con- 
siderably augmented, and the ordnance, munitions 
of war, and stores, of the army and navy, which 
were much exhausted during the war, have been 
replenished. 

By the discharge of st large a proportion of the 
public debt, and the execution of such extensive 
and important operations, in so short a time, a just 
estimate may be formed of the great extent of cur 
national resources. The demonstration is the 
more complete and gratifying, when it is recollect- 
ed that the direct tax and excise were repealed 
soon after the termination of the late war, and that 
the revenue applied to these purposes has been de- 
rived almost wholly from other sources. 

The receipts into the treasury from every source, 
tothe thirtieth of September last, have amounted 
to sixteen millions seven hundred and ninety four 
thousand one hundred and seven dollars and sixty 
SIX cents; whilst the public expenditures to the 
same period, amounted to sixteen millions eight 

undred and seventy one thousand five hundred 
and thirty four dollars and seventy two cents; leav- 
‘Ng In the treasury, on that day, a sum estimated at 
aa million nine hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 
valk the probable receipts of the following year, I 
1.35 20U to the statement which will be transmit- 
‘€d from the treasury 
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The sum of three million of dollars, authorised 
to Se raised by loan, by an act of the last session 
of congress, has been obtained upon terms advanta- 
geous to the government, indicating not only an in- 
creased confidence in’the faith of the nation, but the 
existence of a large amount of capital seeking that 
-mode of investment, at a rate of interest fot ex- 
ceeding five per centum per annum. | 

It is proper to add, that there is now due to the 
treasury, for the sale of public lands, twenty two 
millions nine hundred and ninety six thousand five 
hundred and forty five dollars. In bringing this 
subject to view, I consider it my duty to submit ta 
congress, whether it may not be advisable to ex- 
tend to the purchasers of these lands, in considera. 
tion of the unfavorable change which has occurred 
since the sales, a reasonable indulgence. It is 
known that the purchases were made when the 
price of every article had risen to its greatest height, 
and that the instalments are becoming due ata peri- 
od of greatdepression. It is presumed that some 
plan may be devised, by the wisdom of congress, 
compatible with the public interest, which would 
afford great relief to these purchasers. | 

Considerable progress has been made, during 
the present season, in examining the coast and its 
various bays, and other inlets—in the collection of 
materials, and in the constructian of fortifications 
for the defence of the union, at several of the po- 
sitions at which it has been decided to erect such 
works. At Mobile Point and Dauphin Island, and 
at the Rigolets, leading to lake Ponchartrain, mate- 
rials, to a censiderable amount, have been collect- 
ed, and all the necessary preparations made for 
the commencement of the works. At Old Point 
Comfort, at the mouth of James river, and at the 
Rip-rap, on the opposite shore, in the Chesapeake 
bay, materials, to a vast amount, have been collect. ° 
ed—and at the Old Point some progress had been 
made in the construction of the fortification, which 
is on a very extensive scale. ‘The work at Fort 
Washington, on this river, will be compeleted early 
in the next spring—and that on the Pea-patch, in 
the Delaware, in the course of the next season, 
Fort Diamond, at the Narrows, in the harbor of 
New-York, will be finished this year. The works 
at Boston, New-York, Baltimore, Norfolk, Charles- 
ton, and Niagara, have been in part repaired—and 
the coast of North Carolina, extending south to 
Cape Fear, has been examined, as have likewise 
other parts of the coast eastward of Boston. Grea 
exertions have been made to push forward these 
works with the utmost despatch possible; but, when 
their extent is considered, with the important pur. 
poses for which they are intended, the defence of 
the whole coast, and, in consequence, of the whole 
interior, and that they are to last for ages, it will be 
manifest thata well digested plan, founded on mili- 
tary principles, connecting the whole together, 
combining security with economy, could not be pre. 
pared without repeated examinations of the most 
exposed and difficult parts, and that it would alse 
take considerable time to collect the materials at 
the several points where they would be required. 
From all the light that has been shed on this subject, 
I am satisfied that every favorable anticipation 


‘which has been formed of this great undertaking 


will be verified, and that, when completed, it will 
afford very great, if not complete, protection to 
our Atlantic frontier, in the event of another war; 
a protection sufficient to counterbalance, in a sin- 
gle campaign, with an enemy powerful at sea, the 
expense of all these works, without taking into the 





estimate the saviag’ of the lives of so many of our 























































































































































































































































































{90 “NILES” REGISTER—NOVENMER 18, 1820—CHRONICLE, _ 








citizens, the protection of our towns and other pro- 
perty, or the tendency of such works to prevent 
war. 

Our military positions have been. maintained at 
Belle Point, on the Arkansas; at Council Bluff, on 
the Missouri; at St. Peter’s, on the Mississippi; and 
at Green Bay, on the Upper Lakes, Commodious 
darracks have already been erected at most of these 
posts, with such works as were necessary for their 
defence. Progress has also been made in opening 
communications between them, and in raising sup- 
plies at each for the support of the troops, by their 
own labor. - particularily those most remote. 7 

With the Indians peace has been preserved, and 
a progress made in carrying into effect the act of 
congress, making an appropriation for their civili- 
zation, with the prospect of favorable results. As 
connected equally with both these objects, our 
trade with those tribes is thought to merit the at- 
tention of congress. In their original state, game 
is their sustenance, and war their occupation; and, 
if they find no employment from civilized powers, 
they destroy each other: left to themselves, their 
extirpation is incvitable. By a judicious regula- 
tion of our trade with them, we supply their wants, 
administer to their comforts, and gradually, as the 
game retires, draw them to us. By maintaining 

sts far in the interior, we acquire a more tho- 
rough and direct conirol overthem; without which 
itis confidently believed that a complete change in 
their manners can never be accomplished By such 
posts, aided by a properregulation of our trade with 
them, and a judicial civil administration over them, 
to be provided for by law, we shall, it is presumed, 
be enabled not only to protect our own settlements 


' from their savage incursions, and preserve peace 


among the several tribes, but accomplish also the 
great purpose of their civilization. 

Considerable progress has also been made in the 
construction of ships of war, some of which have 
been launched in the course of the present. year. 

Our peace with the powers on the coast of Bar- 
bary has been preserved, but we owe it allogether 
to the presence of our squadron in the Mediterra- 
nean. It had been found equally necessary to em- 
ploy some of our vessels for the protection of our 
commerce in the Indian sea, the Pacific, and along 
the Atlantic coast. ‘The interests which we have 
depending in those quarters, which have been much 
improved of late, are of great extent, and of high 
importance to the nation, as well as to the parties 
concerned, and would undoubtedly suifer, if such 
protection was not extended to them. In execution 
of the law of last session, for the suppression of the 
slave trade, some of our public ships have also been 
employed on the coast of Africa, where several 
captures have already been made of vessels engaged 
in that disgraceful traffic. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, November 14, 1820. 

Thursday, November 16. Mr. Scott,delegate from 
Missouri, presented the constitution formed by the 
people of that territory, for their government as a 
state; and, on his motion, the same was ordered to 
be referred to a select committee. 

The message of the president being dissected, its 
several parts were referred to the standing or to 
special committees, as usual. 

Mr. Bloomfleld offered for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That. in all cases where petitions were 
presented at the last session to this house, and re. 
ferred to committees, but not finally acted upon, 
both by the committees and the house, the said pe- 


i 
referred to the same committees respectively, with 
out special order to that effect. And it s be the 
duty of the said committees respectively, upon ap, 
pheation in behalf of any petitioner, whose peti, 
tionw as presented and referred, as aforesaid,to con, 
sider and report thereon, in the same manner ag jf 
it were referred to such committee by special order 
of the house. | i 

And, on motion of Mr. Williams, of North Caroj;. 
Ra, it was ordered to lie on the table until to-mor. 
row. 

On motion of Mr. Crowell, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to enquire into tlle expediency of pro. 
viding by law some relief to the purchasers of pub. 
lic lands in the United States, previous to the 1g 
July, 1820. 

After which the house proceeded to elect a chap. 
lain. The candidates offered were the rev. Messrs, 
Allison, Campbell, Sparks, and Post: on the 3¢ 
ballot Mr.Campbell receiveda majority of the whole 
number of votes, and was declared duly elected. 








CHRONICLE. 

Died, on Saturday last, at Washington City, com, 
Hugh &. Campbell, of the navy of the United States, 
He was fifth in rank in the establishment. An or- 
der has issued from the department requiring the 
officers of the Navy to wear crape on the left arm 
for the period of 39 days, as a tribute of respect to 
his memory. 
—— at New-Orleans, of the prevailing fever, 
which recently deprived him of his wife, maj. gen. 
Eleazer Wheelock Ripley, late of the army of the U, 
States. He entered the army at the commence. 
ment of the late war as a lieut. colonel, and “hew- 
ed” his way to the rank of major-general, He was 
an accomplished gentleman and scholar, as wells 
a gallant soldier. He had resigned his commission 
a short time previous to his decease 
at Harrisburg, Pa. in the 66th year of his 
age, Mr. Barney Meckle, who was interred with 
Masonic honors. He was a gunner on-board the 
Hyder Ali, capt. Barney, when she captured the 
General Monk, in which engagement he receive? 
four wounds—the effects of which were visible 
until his death. 
at Charleston, S. C. on the 23d ult. William 
P. Young, esq. a soldier of the revolution, and 6 
worthy man. 

on the 15thult. at St. Lonis, the rev. Fels’ 
de Andries, vicar-general of Lousiana, a native 
Italy and since 1816a resident of the United States 
He appears to have been much beloved by thos 
who knew him est. 

The Central Bank of Georgetown (which is wind 
ing up its affairs), cautions the public against the 
receipt of any of its bills of the denomination © 
Gi00, on account of the numerous counterfells 
which have been put into circulation; and requess 
that all persons holding such bills will preset 
them for payment. ' 

Honorable. It being discovered that counterfe! 
$5 notes of the Phenix bank, of Hartford, Go 
are in circulation, and so well done as to decel® 
the people—the bank has honorably resolved 
to issue or re-issue any of that description of nol" 

Presidential election, Except in Philadelph® 
the ticket opposed to the re-electiou of Mr. of 
roe, has hardly received one vote out of fill) % 
Pennsylvania, In Maryland and Virginia the ¢% 

















tion of electors excited so little interests beo™ 





titions shall be considered as again presented and 


thet 
yote 


190 


a & &*. Ww oo 


—t 


on ae a . air ae 




















































)e 
$, 
d 
e 


-— -é«e COP CPU 


— « oa “a 


we L@ =} “ i * 


NILES’ REGISTER - NOVEMBER 18, 1820—CHRONICLE. 


191 








— 


<eeeE 





pe. cada eo) , 
re was no Ui} ; 
yd were given in—only 17 at Richmond! 


Naval. A fine schooner, called the Alligator, of 
190 tons and to mount 12-guns, was recently launch- 


thought of opposition, that very few | of native silver have accumulated (if possible ) since 
the commencement of the company’s operations.” 


It appears that what is called “driving” is now to 


be commenced, by, which we understand horizontal 


ed atthe navy yard, Boston; being one of the ves-| shafts. The report is signed “Levi Barber, Nahum 


sels directed to be built for the’ protection of tie 
Gulf, &c. 


Ward, Francis Fowler.” 


Phe lakes. A Buttalo paper says—It appears that 


” Maine clothing. Major Miller, commanding the'|lakes Erie and Ontario have. fallen considerably 


marine corps, has advertised for 938 coats and a 
sroportionate quantity of other articles of clothing 
for the marines—He says “from experience a de- 
cided preference will be given to Américan manu- 
factured cloths, where they can be furnished at or 
near the price of the imported.” This is well, : 

The most rascally trade. Joseph Findley Smith, 
late of Baltimore, and Adolph Lacoste, late of New 
York, one late master of the Plattsburg and the 
other of the Science, (slaving-vessels captured by 
the United States ship Cyane) have been tried at | 
Boston for this most heinous offence, and found 
guilty under the act of April 1818. The vessels 
have been’ condemned at New York. The way 
that this infernal trade is managed was developed 
in the case of Lacoste, by certain papers found on 
board the Science, which we shall give to infamous 
yemembrance by inserting them in the Recisrer, 
at a season of more leisure thanthe present. Sen- 
fence has not yet been passed on the criminals. 

Col. Boone. It is with pleasure we hear that a 
portrait of this remarkable man was taken a short 
time before his death, by an eminent artist; from 
which an engraving is about to be published. 

The British queen. A meeting of the “natives 
ef Great Britain and Ireland” was lately held at 
Philadelphia to consider on the propriety of ad- 
dressing the queen—at which it was rightfully re- 
solved, that such persons as were or intended to be- 
come citizens of the United States, ought not to 
have any thing to do with the matter 

Nuns. Two ladies recently took the black veil 
at the nunnery lately established in Boston. 

The Delaware Indians are emigrating from White 
Water, in Llinois, to some point on the Arkansas, 
to be appropriated for them by government. This 
tribe is said to be about 600 strong. 

The Masonic Hall, in the city of Philadelphia, 
which was destroyed by fire about eighteen months 
since, having been rebuilt in a superior style of 
elegance, was dedicated on Wednesday, the 1st 
inst. ‘The papers state that the display of the craft, 
about 1000 in number, excelled in splendor and or- 
der any former exhibition of the kind; and the con- 
course of spectators surpassed any ever assembled 
on a public occasion in that city, 

Stone Ochre. It is stated that a large vein of this 
material has been discovered in Salem county, N. 
Jersey—said to be superior to any other ochre ex- 
cep: the French. 

“Muskingum mining company.” We have heard 
much ef a “silver mine in Ohio,” and now have, in 
the Zanesville papers,an exhibit of the proceedings 
ef the company. It appears that nearly 8000 dol- 
lars have been expended in building or purchasing 

the needful houses and shops, horses, oxen and 
tools, &c. and in procuring a forcing pump, inclu- 
‘ve of the amount paid for labor in sinking a.shaft, 
9 feet by 12, and now 140 feet deep, a great part 
of which is through rock. To guard against an 
Overflow of water, this shaft was sunk about 50 feet 


from the salt-well in which the metallic vein was 
hally discovered. The committee state, that 


origi 


during the past summer. Some persons suppose 
the Great Lakes have a periodical rise and fall, for 
a certain number of successive years; whether this 
is a fact or not, lake Erie was several feet higher 
in 1815 than at present. : 
From Galvezton. A vessel has arrived at New 
Orleans from Galvezton, by which information is 
received that general Long remained on the island 


of St. Louis, in that bay; with about thirty followers! 


The Carrion-crow Indians, in number about 100, 
were also on the island at the time: they are hostile 
to Long’s party, and, it is said, devour all their 
prisoners. The Spaniards had about 100 troops 
at St. Antonio, and about 30 at Labadie. There 
were some smail parties of Americans betweenthe 
Trinity andthe Sabine. > 

Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, is supposed 
to contain 40,000 inhabitants; and a paper printed 
at the seat of its court, &c. says, “there is not at 
this time, a a single person confined in the jail of 
this county, either as debtor or criminal!” _ 
Baltimore. The pews in tie Roman Catholie 
cathedral church in this city—(one of the most sub- 
stantial and beautiful edifices in the United States) 
were offered at auction on Monday last. Not one 
half of the whole number was disposed of, yet th 
produced upwards of forty thousand dollars!--The 
wealthy members taking this additional opportu- 
nity of contributing to the funds of the church. 
Alexandria, Nov. 11. A lump of virgin silver, 
weighing sixty ounces, was lately found between 


ithree and four miles from this place, by a person 


employed as a ditcher. 

It was discovered about two feet below the sur. 

face—but the finder refuses to give any other in- 

formation, hoping, no doubt, to meet with further 
success. 

It was at first supposed to have been platethat had 
been melted aad buried for concealment, by some 
thief or robber of distant days. A close examina- 

tion, however, satisfies us that it is pure virgin sil- 
ver. 

It has been generally believed that where masses 
have been found in such a state, they indicate the 
vicinity of silver ore in mine: howerer of this there 
is not the least appearance where this lump was 
found. 

We leave it to natural philosophers to attempt 
to explain this singular circumstance in the econo- 
my of nature. 

Richmond. Population in 1800—5,737; 1510—~ 
9,735; 1817 —14,352;* 1820—12,046. By the census 
just taken it appears that there are 6,407 free 
whites, 4,393 slaves, and 1,246 free persons of color. 





*This census was taken by the city authority. 
The decrease of population, in the most of our 
chief towns and cities, has, perhaps, been as con- 
siderable as that which is proportionably apparent 
at Richmond. Soon after the conclusion of the war, 
the people were mad with trading, and the cities 
received great and very injurious accessions of in- 
habitants, most of whom have since been starved 
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Charleston. Exports of cotton and rice to foreign 


ports, from Charleston, for the year ending Ist Oct. 
Bales up. Bales S.1. Barrels of 








eotton. cotton. rice. Amount. 

{st 3 months, 30,372 2,675 6,852 1,728,885 
2d 3 months, 41,772 .7,371 17,757 — 3,021,052 
3d 3 months, 41,318 8,701 19,455 3,077,079 
4th 3 months 4,695 1,467 4,338 . 515,264 
Total, 118,357 20,214 48,402 $8,342,280 


Savannah, It is with great pleasure that we learn 
of the discontinuance of the terrible pestilence 
which lately ravaged this city, and of the return of 
our fellow citizens to their homes. From the ac- 
eounts which we have heard, it is probable that the 
yellow fever never more awfully afflicted a people 
than in the late season at Savannah. 

The exports of cotion, rice and tobacco, from Sa- 
vannah, for the late year, ending Oct. Ist, 1820, 


were as follows: 11,895 bales sea island cotton; } 


134,798 do. upland do.; 14,918 tierces rice; 982 
hhds. tobacco: giving an inerease, as campared 
with last year, of 4,406 bales of sea island, and 
$8,810 do. of upland cotton, 1890 tierces of rice, 
and 348 bhds. of tobacco, 


-Massachusetts. Benjamin Gorham, esq. has been 
elected tothe present congress from Boston, &c. to 
supply the vacancy occasioned by the resignation 
of Mr. Mason, and also a member of the 17th con- 
yress, by a majority of about 600 votes, being op- 
posed by Samuel A. Wells, esq. 

Connecticut. Electors favorable to the re-elec- 
tion of Messrs. Monroe and Tompkins have been 
chosen in this state, without any regular opposi- 


tion. 


. Rhode Island. James D’Wolf, esq. has been 
elected a senator of the United States, for the state 
of Rhode Island, after the 4th of March next, vice 
‘Mr. Hunter, whose period of service expires. The 
representatives in congress are Messrs. Samuel 
Eady and Job Derfree. 

Vermont, A woman whose husband had been 
sentenced to thirteen years confinement in the 
penitentiary for murdering Aer father, has petition- 
ed the legislature fora divorce, which the commit- 
tee reported was reasonable and ought to be grant- 
ed, ? 

WNVew York. Walter Browne, of the southern, 
John T. Moore, of the middle, Roger Skinner, of 
the eastern, and David E. Evans, of the western 
district, have been elected the council of appoint- 
ment for the ensuing year. They are “anti-Clin- 
tonians.” Electors, favorable to the re-election of 
Messrs. Monroe and Tompkins, as president and 
vice president of the United States, have been 
chosen; in the assembly, 72 to 54—in the senate, 
19to 11. Thisticket is headed with the name of 
William Floyd, one of the four surviving signers of 
the declaration of independence. 

Certain resolutions have been introduced into 
the house of assembly, by Mr. John C. Spencer, in 
opposition to the admission of Missouri into the 
union, unless a prohibition of slavery is engrafted 
in the constitution of the new state. These reso- 
lutions were laid on the table and erdered to be 
printed, 

It is probable that an act will pass at the present 
sitting of the legislature, “declaring that slavery 
cannot exist by the constitution and laws of the 


the settlement of the late governor’s accounts —s, 
long a great subject of controversy. Likewise that’ 
provision will be made for calling a convention tg 
revise and amend the constitution of the state, _ 

New-Jersey. Samuel L. Southard, esq. has bee, 
eleeted a senator of the U. States, from this State. 
vice James J. Wilson, esq. whose period of serviced 
expires onthe 4th of March next. ‘The votes Were.’ 
for Mr. S. 30—for Mr. W. 24. : 

There was no opposition to the electoral ticke 
favorable to the re-election of Messrs. Monroe ayq 
Tompkins. Messrs. Bateman, Holcombe, Swan 
Cassedy, Matlack and Linn, have been elected mem, 
bers of congress. without a regular opposition, 

South-Carolina. The following gentlemen’ are 
elected representatives in the seventeenth con. 
gress: Messrs. Poinsett, Richardson, Gist, McDuffie 
Overstreet, Mitchell, Tucker, Wilson, and Lowndes, 
Those in Italics new members. _ | 

Georgia. Messrs. Abbott, Cuthbert, Tatnail, Reid, 
Gilmor and Thompson. Those in Italics not of the 
sixteenth congress. Mr. Cobb’ was’ left out bya 
small majority. fee 

Kentucky. There is a project before the legis. 
lature of this state for establishing a new bank'!.— 
the capital is to belong to the state, and all monies 
received into the treasury are to be paid over to the 
bank for the redemption of its notes. It is to have 
a number of branches. 

Ohio. Messrs. Thomas R. Ross, John W. Camp. 
bell, Levi Barber, John C. Wright, Joseph Vance 
and Jas. Sloane, have been elected members of the 
17th congress. 

Governors of the sevcral states—November, 1820. 
Maine, William King; Wew- Hampshire, Samuel Bell; 
Vermont, Richard Skinner; Rhode-Island, Nehemiah 
Knight; Massachusetts, John Brooks; Connecticut 
Oliver Wolcott; Wew-York, Dewitt Clinton; .Vew- 
Jersey, Isaac Williamson; Pennsylvania, William 
Findlay;* Maryland, Samuel Sprigg; Virginia Tho- 
mas Mann Randolph; Worth Carolina, John Branch, 
Soutk Carolina, John Geddes; Georgia, John Clark; 
Kentucky, John Adair; Tennessee, Thomas M’Minn; 
Ohio, Ethan A. Brown; Louisiana, Thomas B. Ro- 
bertson; ississippi, George Poindexter; Indiana, 
Jonathan Jennings; J/linois, Shadrach Bond; Ala- 
bama, Thomas Bibb, (acting); Afissouri, Alexandet 
McNair. 


MInT or THE txITED sTaTES, Philadelphia Nov 
1820. The public are informed that the coinage 


the mint of the United States. A large supply of 
cents, however, is now ready for distribution; and, 
on application, will be furnished, to any reasonable 
amount, in exchange for an equal amount in specit 
or paper (notes or drafts) receivable in any of the 
banks in Philadelphia; or on evidence of credit be- 
ing entered in favor of the treasury of the United 
States, in the bank of the United States, or any o 
its branches. 

Shipments will be made agreeable to order; it 
surance effected and paid, and an adequate allow- 
ance made for freight to any port in the United 
States, to which vesselsare cleared out from Phils- 
delphia. | 

Application to be made to the treasurer of the 
mint. JAMES RUSH. 
Nov. 10. 


~~ 
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state,” and that. all persons of full age, held as 
slaves, shall be declared free, from the passage 
thereof. Itisalso believed that an act will pass for | 


*Joseph Hiester is the governor elect, but the 
term of service of governor Findlay does not ¢¥ 
pire until the third Tuesday in December next. 
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of copper will be discontinued, for some time, at. 





